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From Your Director of Missions (D.O.M.): 
 

What a great month to share the GOOD NEWS!  More people are open to hearing the Gospel 
Message this time of year than any other.  What a Story we have to tell!  Christmas is the story of 
God’s promise made back in the garden to Adam that Jesus would come to save mankind. 

 

Galatians 4 tells us that in the fullness of time that God sent forth His Son to be born of a 
woman.  Jesus Christ left His Home with the Father to become flesh.  John 1:14 tells us that the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us.  Our Lord and Savior took on the body of a man to 
show us the attributes of God the Father and to experience life here on earth so that He could 
relate to us in a special way. 

 

As we share the Story of Christmas with our children, grandchildren and our families, we must 
tell the complete story.  We must allow Jesus to grow to complete the task that was ahead of 
Him.  The Christmas Story must include the manger, the cross, the grave and resurrection.  Jesus 
did not stay a baby; therefore, we must not leave Him as one. 

 

I want to take this time on behalf of Pat and myself to wish each of you a Merry Christmas!  Do 
not use X mas for without Christ, all you have is mas.  Go ahead and let the world know that you 
belong to Christ and wish everyone a Merry Christmas. 

 

When you come together with your family and friends, Pause to Remember the True Meaning of 
Christmas and Thank God for the Most Precious Gift ever given to each of us, His Only Son.  
How much does God love you?  When you see Jesus on the cross with His arm stretched wide 
and with the nails that pierced them, He loves you that much. 

 

Thank you for the Blessing of allowing me to serve you as your Director of Missions!  Once again, 
Merry Christmas my dear Brothers and Sisters.  God loves you and so do I.  

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Johnny 

 



Upcoming Events for the month of December 2025  
Dec.​ 01-07:​​ Week of Prayer Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 

Dec.​ 05:​ ​ Pastors and Wives Christmas Party @ First Baptist Delhi 6PM 

Dec.​ 24:​ ​ Christmas Eve (Office Closed) 

Dec.​ 25:​ ​ Christmas Day (Office Closed) 

Dec.​ 31:​ ​ New Year’s Eve (Office Closed) 

 

Upcoming Events for the month of January 2026  
Jan.​ 01:​ ​ Happy New Year 

Jan.​ 15:​ ​ Pastor’s Conference @ Big John’s Rayville 11AM 

Jan.​ 18:​ ​ Sanctity of Life Sunday 

Jan.​ 26-27​ ​ Evangelism Conference @ First Baptist Lafayette 
 

READ MORE ON OUR WEBSITE 

 
 
Opportunities to Serve  
Please join me in praying for our sister churches that are without a pastor.  Also pray for those with other 
needs.  If you know of someone that would serve in any of these capacities, please contact me. 

Pastor:​ ​ ​ Alto 
Bethel 
Holly Ridge 
Lone Cherry 
Westside 
 

Part-Time Youth Minister:   First Baptist Archibald 
​ ​ ​ ​  

     *If you have a need in your church, please let us know and we will post it in the Monthly Newsletter.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.richlandba.org/


Something to Think About...  
 

     As I thought about things to write about as we close out another year, I noticed a similar thread 
running through the fabric of a lot of my favorite Christmas movie “stories”. I’ll just start with some of 
my favorite Christmas movies and see if you can figure out the common thread as I unravel it. When I 
was little, of course, my favorite had to be the Rankin/Bass Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer (1964). I 
also tended to like How the Grinch Stole Christmas (1966) (not all the more recent adaptations, mind 
you, but the original animated feature). Being a Gen-Xer, I also have a particular fondness for A 
Christmas Story (1983), Gremlins (1984), Scrooged (1988) (the Bill Murray Scrooge film), Home Alone 
(1990) and Jingle All the Way (1996). As I have gotten older, I went back and saw White Christmas 
(1954) because it is one of my wife’s favorites and It’s a Wonderful Life (1946). 
      
     So you are probably wondering what does such an unusual list have in common at all? There are 
children’s animated and stop-motion animated features, comedies, musicals, dramas, and even what is 
considered a “horror-comedy”. The unexpected thread that I noticed in all of them was at least one 
character if not multiple or even many characters that had a vision/dream/desire/want that was 
idealized as everything to them. However, when something was either an obstacle to that desire or the 
desire turned out to be different than their initial impression or conception, there was a moment of 
heartbreak or disappointment or even in some cases despair. Rudolph wanted to belong and be 
accepted. The Grinch wanted Christmas to stop bothering him. Ralphie wanted his Red Ryder BB Gun. 
Billy’s father wanted to get Billy the perfect Christmas gift (Gizmo seemed amazing but came with a lot 
of responsibility). Scrooge was the prototype for forgetting Christmas on which the Grinch was built 
and then modernized again through the comedy stylings of Bill Murray. Kevin at first thought he had 
received everything he wanted when he was left Home Alone. Arnold Schwarzenegger was once again 
trying to be the father giving the perfect Christmas gift to his son. White Christmas has a whole cadre of 
cast that are each looking for things that for a lot of the movie wind up to be disappointments. Lastly, 
George Bailey feels like his life has been wasted in being generous because it continued to seem that 
the wicked prospered and the nice guys continued to finish last. 
 
     All of these stories while about, during or using the trappings of Christmas to tell their story are all 
similar to the actual Christmas story apart from all of that. In the Christmas story you have a world or 
even more so a whole of creation that was groaning and longing with desire for something. There was 
this sense that all was not right with the world and the creation and something needed to happen. 
While each character tried to define this desire in their own way it ultimately comes back to peace, 
restoration, and rest from the burden that was plaguing them. However, in our fallen corrupted state 
we like many of these fictional characters miss what the real root desire is. Peace is not being left alone 
to ourselves but is finally being welcome back in the loving arms of our Creator. Restoration is not 
gaining the whole world of things but losing the most important thing but rather finally having “all our 
soul’s diseases” healed. Finally, resting from the burden is not finally living on easy street with nothing 
to do as in the modern concept of retirement and prosperity but being satisfied with God who is before 
all, and will forever be after all, and because of Whom all things hold together. When that first gift was 
wrapped and delivered, it wasn’t what people expected it to be. It was better… No, It was the BEST! 
 

-​ Jonathan C. Young  
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